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#CB Site in inden, West Virginia

Bactpround : .
West Virginia Departicent of Natural Resources {DNR) inspector Leroy Gilbert
dis uveicd the Schaffer Electric Company (SECO) Site in late Sept..<bar 1984,
During his initial inspection he observed scveral hualred transformces and
capacitors in close proximity to the small coal camp of Minden, West Virginia.
A four point conjosite and a grad sample from the drainage ditch to Arbuckle
Creek were collected. The samples revealed 26,749 ppm PCB and 1,136 ppm PCB

respectively.

Findings

M‘r members John Claypool, Jay Motwani and Ken Bilsbos met
with West Virginia DNR inspectors Leroy Gilbert and Rod Jelacic. The
assesswent team met with the property owner and secured permission te conduct
the assessment. Schaffer Electric Company is an operating firm that builds

electricl substations for the local coal mining industry. Many of their units
incorporated various sites of transformers, capacitors, switches and other

voltage regulation/distribution devices. Mrs. Schaffer instructed her forklift

operator to-geparate the useable transformers in the yard from the ones they
had no use {§§¥~ The operator initiated this operation while the assessment

teanm was prq§ant&'*;
¥ O

A total of lpproxiifely 150 transformers and 50 capacitors were observed. Most

of the capacitors were laying.on their gides. Several capacitors had hroken
insulators with heavy oil spillage in the vicinity. Evidence thsat at least 2
transformers were initially filled with PCB fluids was obtained from naweplate
inspections; "chlorextol™ and "pyranol" labels were observed.

A total of 8 soil/sedinant sa:ples were obtained during the assessment.
Sidincnt sampleg vere taklen in Arbuckle Creek upstresm and downstresm of the
conflnesce of the main drainage ditch. In the wain capacitor spillaze .0a, &
surface < ple s1d a 12" core £z -ple were chtained. Zoth s:plas - e

fotited with oil, e v- iirf-g  c-ples cicre fTNen throwg’ ot "' «ita
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